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A trolley waits for the interurban to pass on
Roman Papirez’ 1:64 scale 4’ by 8’ display of
urban traction. Mirrors on three sides give
the impression of enormous depth. At night,
even the auto headlights glow. Roman casts
his own epoxy carsides and ends.

Roman Paperiz photo.



Ken Mackenzie

Foolscap Eaitan
THE PAUSE THAT REFRESHES

Don’t panic, the postman didn’t lose your copy of the
December Essence 1in the holiday mail. You see the
December issue never went to press. When we began,
several of vyou pointed out that publishing a monthly
newsletter was really tough to do. Well, you were
rights 1t —is  tough.

Surprisingly, the amount of material hasn’t been a
problem (although I have almost nothing lined up for
the next issue in three weeks). The problem is time,
and several things got between me and my keyboard
during the holidays.

First, the annual TrainFest sponsored by the Milwaukee
area (WISE) Division of the NMRA came to town. It was
an opportunity to see 20 or more operating display
railroads, including the last showing of the Badgerland
S Gauger’s heavyweight pikey, may it rest in pieces.

Then, I made it to a meeting of the Badgerland club and
got signed up to do some (NASG spec) modules for their
new "lightweight" modular railroad.

Then, of course, the preparation and enjoyment of the
holidays, with time off to design benchwork and mount
flourescent fixtures in the railroad room. Progress!

Then, the attic needed insulation before the energy tax
credits expired. I still have fiberglass in my teeth.

Then, the Great American Train Show came to Milwaukee.
The S Team sectional S5/Sn3 railroad was on display and
needed baby-sitting. In the evening, some of the S
Teamsters and a couple of the Badgerlanders who were
available on short notice met at the Essence editorial
offices to share some gemuetlichkeit and talk about
everything from curved trestles to fishplates.

Taking time out to practice the hobby has recharged my
batteries. MWatch out keyboard, here I come.
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Modulitis Donald DelWitt

Greetings from New Jersey! I recently joined the NMRA
specifically to promote S gauge. I imagine this is a
rarity!

Although I have been active in S gauge for only about 2
years, I spell ACTIVE with capital letters. I am a
member of the Central Jersey S Scalers, and because of
the energy eminating from the club’s members such as
Don Thompson, Mike Ferraro, Wayne Pier, Kent Singer and
Jeff Wilson it is very difficult NOT to become active
in S scale. Currently I act as secretary for our club.

We are currently suffering from the most intense case

of "modulitis" that I have seen, at least on the East

Coast and probably in the USA! About 5 years ago the

founders of the club built a 2-section, 16-foot switch-
ing module that was and still is very unique. It con-

sists of a two-track mainline with 2 crossovers and two

switching leads, one of which passes downhill to a

lower storage yard. This module was displayed at many

shows in the NY metro area for several years.

Then about 2 years ago the mem-
bers decided to expand. They
built 3 corner modules plus
another very unique module.
They wanted to be able to run
trains to and from the first
module without just running in
circles. So they built a 2-
track T section that allowed the
construction of a circle with a 1 =
tail! Eventually we visualize

breaking the circle and using

the T section as a junction

between 3 branches leading to 3

terminal areas.
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All of the above was in place when I joined the club in
1984 after moving from Michigan to accept a position as
Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Stevens Institute
of Technology in Hoboken, NJ. I succumbed to "moduli-
tis" during 1985 when I began construction of a 3-
section, 12-foot module that focuses on a passenger
station and diesel servicing facility.

. 1§ ik
L

As you can see, this module is quite involved also, and
I have learned a tremendous amount as I have construct-
ed this monster! It has been operational since May,
and I spent the summer building the engine house with
sanding tower, water and diesel fuel columns, elevated
diesel fuel storage tank, caboose fuel o0il tank and
coal bunker, hand car shed and rail racks.

I am also working on my station which will be a 2-story
brick structure based on the station at Port Jervis, NY
on the old Erie mainline. Currently I have a cardboard
mockup built in which I am refining my construction
techniques. The roof has 7 gables and 2 towers! I hope
to have it ready for the NMRA convention in Boston.

I’m not the only member with personal modules. Don
Thompson has been holding module building clinics at
his home as 5 other members have worked on &4-foot
modules. Many of them are already planning their next
modules which will most likely be 8-footers. You can’t
get much done in 4 feet.

Finally, a former member of our club who had a large
basement layout was Jerry Viemeister. He recently
moved to Virginia and sold much of the layout in parts
to various other members. Don Thompson has taken 20
feet of yards in 3 sections and converted them to
modular form. So, as you can imagine our club layout
is getting huge! '

On October 12th and 13th we had a module extravaganza.
On Saturday, we held our club’s 4th annual “Get
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Together". We invited all of our fellow S
gaugers (mostly scale) who live within a
day’s drive of New Jersey to join us at
Liberty State Park on the Hudson River direc-
tly across from the World Trade Center, the
Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island. This
park 1s the former site of the CNJ Railroad
and ferry terminal. The building and 1its
trainsheds have been preserved and are now an
exposition center!

We set up all of our modules along with any

others that our visitors brought. Then we
ran trains all afternoon followed by a dinner
and a slide show by Vic Roseman. (He’s the

photographer who has done the most recent
Walthers catalogs.)

On Sunday, October 13, we displayed our lay-
out at Rail Expo III at the CNJ terminal.
This 1is one of the few shows that I know of
that can provide the needed space for such a
large layout (73’ by 207).

As you can tells; I’m very excited about mod-
ules in S scale! So from a 30 year midwest-
erner to all of you midwesterners: S scale
is alive and well in the northeast!

I just finished &

T i ———

Mol

new tethered throt-

tles” _for:- the club ///’ — e
which are modifica- —. s €
tions of the plan r

just published in
the NASG Dispatch by
Kent Singer. The
modifications were
suggestions made by
myself and Kevin

Ross of the Connec- :, S

ticut S Gauge club, \

of which I am also a

member . - -
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Mail Bag The Members

At the end of his lengthy article on the doings of the
Central Jersey S Scalers, Don DeWitt wrote:

So that’s enough of my wind. (Probably residual
from hurricane Gloria.) 1 would also like to
offer my services as modules committee chairman.

Don DeWitt

it

(It sounds as though module fever has reached epidemic
proportions in New Jersey. What fun you must be
having!

Your offer to act as SSSIG Modules Chairman is appre-
ciated and accepted. Welcome aboard. I see from the
data which Don Thompson sent that vyour club uses a
similar but different set of module specs than those of
the NASG. Hopefully, compatability between them can be
achieved. Ed.)

COMPROMISE

[
Don DeWitt is a member of the NASG Modular Stand- II
ards development committee and would therefore be
an excellent choice for SSSIG Modules Chairman.

We are working out a compromise ‘whereby those
module builders who follow the NJ system will not
have to make the hard choice once and for all
with each module they build: Should I stick with
the NJ system or drop out of the NJ system? They
can build according to the NJ system, and then
when they want to connect with modules of the
NASG system, simply attach to their own NJ plugs
and sockets a wiring harness that will make their
module perfectly in compliance with the NASG
system. In fact, developing this led me to see
how easy 1t would be to make any NASG module
reversable.
Tom Hawley
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TIME REMEMBERED

r |
Concerning standards: it is a shame that a
minority gauge such as S scale now has two
standards (NMRA and NASG). This has placed S
scale in the position model railroading was in 30
years ago when my train would not run on your
track and vice versa. Even when the NMRA was
giving check gauges with new memberships, all you
heard from some S gaugers was "What does the NMRA
do for S gauge?" At that time there were only
165 S gaugers in the NMRA.

My layout is built with NMRA S-3 trackwork ( 600’
of double track mainline). I purchased an
Omnicon 2-8-0 and had to re-gauge the wheels 1in
order to get it to operate satisfactorily on my
layout and to my standards of tractive effort.

I agree with your wish that the NASG coordinate
major meets with the NMRA schedule.

I will take a shot at the SSSIG Census Director’s
job. Keep up the good work.

John Bortz

(Thank you for taking on the job of counting all the S
scale modelers we can find. I can’t imagine anyone more
qualified.

It will be a lot of work, but we need to know how fast
the scale is growings and our suppliers need to know
how big their potential market is. I wonder how many
of those 1465 were scale modelers and how many were our
tinplate ancestors?

The NMRA doces not currently have any records of
membership by scale or gauge, but the business office
hopes to collect this data sometime in the future. For
now, I suggest a letter to every known S gauge club
asking for the names of their members who are
interested in scale modeling. That would be a start.
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I agree that it was a mistake for the creators of the
refined standards to change the basic track gauge and
create an unnecessary incompatibility between the old
and new standards (especially when the difference is
undetectable to the human eye), but the damage has been
done. It should have been easy to develop a set of
specs with the same operational characteristics as the
Finescale/NASG ones but retaining track gauge compat-
ability. But it didn’t happen that way. Was it Byron
or Tennyson who said:

"The saddest words of tongue or pen

are these: It might have been.’"
In a way, we have been living with a sort of double
standard. No, I don’t mean the Victorian double stan-
dard toward propriety/monagamy. For years we have had
a published NMRA standard which most of us (and our
suppliers) have politely ignored while we built to the
new Finescale standard. Some of us did so for reasons
of accuracy, some for dual gauge compatability, and
most for reasons of expediency - available check gauges
and parts made it the easiest thing to do.

I am concerned that the remaining ambiguity about old
standards versus new standards is a major deterrent to
standard gauge modelers who are thinking about entering
the scale. This may be part of the reason why there
are more Sn3 scale modelers than S scale standard gauge
ones. For the good of the scaley, I am anxious to see
the ambiguity resolved and a single set of engineering
specs adopted as the one and only standard. Unfor tu-
nately, that seems to mean the retirement of the old
NMRA S-3 specs.

The sad part is that this simplification has the most
adverse effect on you and a dozen or so others who had
the energy and ambition to build a full-blown S scale
model railroad back when the S-3 specs were the only
specs. It doesn’t seem fair.

I am comforted by the fact that you and the other
master S scale builders clearly have the skills neces-
sary to re-gauge modern wheelsets to match up with your
older trackwork. Ed.)
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SCALE ONLY

g

I saw a copy of your most recent newsletter at
our last monthly meeting of the Central Jersey S
Scalers. Good job!

The only comment I have is that if I had not seen
the Essence at our meeting, I never would have
known about it. I’m an NMRA member who reads the
Bulletin cover to cover, and I can’t recall this
SIG being mentioned. Maybe I confused it with
Barney’s. But anyway, please include me as a
member .

I also included a Train Stuff catalog for your
info. We’re scale only.

Wayne Pier

(The December NMRA Bulletin probably reached you short-
ly after your letter reached me. Feast your peepers on
page 7 of the December issue. Whether or not you agree
with Ken Hampton’s pronunciation of SSSIG (as "shig"),
he gets my vote as the Bulletin’s most entertaining
writer. I shig probably write and tell him so.

DISPATCH KUDOS

r—

The NASG finally sent me some information, and I
became a member. The NASG Dispatch looks like
it’s worth the cost of membership by itself.

I’ve never had a photo of a model published, but
it sounds like aslotuof fun. :So:=I think 1711 try
my luck doing some model photography. Watch for
my work in the NMRA Bulletin. If I get a really
good picture, I’11 send it there.

Next time I go to Alexandria 1’11 check on that
(RF&P) rail height, but I don’t get down there

too often.
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