i =

A monthly publication of the
S Scale Special Interest Group

1:64 scale modeling with 1:1 fun

August 1986

Don DeWitt (right) is shown here at the
throttle of a freight train which is turning
through the Central Jersey Club’s six-section
wye-shaped "T module". This scene was part
of the action at the Novi Hilton in Detroit
over the Fourth of July weekend.
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Ken Mackenzie
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After a year of producing this newsletter, I have come
reluctantly to the conclusion that it is impossible to

get out an issue every month. Only seven issues were
published during our first year, and that was all the
challenge I could handle. Often the timing of issues

was determined by the amount of available material. If
there were few submissions, I would stall until some
more came in.

So, from now on Essence will go to press every other
month. An astute member has suggested that our
publication schedule be staggered to fill the gaps
between the other popular bi-monthly magazines, and
that is what we will try to do. Expect your next issue
to be in October. Please read "Coordinator’s Corner"
for the financial effect of this change.

With all the discussion of module standards going on, I

expect that the newsletter will become a few pages
thicker. That depends on your submissions, of course.

New Members

Brom, Erik 845 - 34th Avenue
Winonas; MN 55987

Danylak, Walt G & W Models
115 Upland Road
Syracuse, NY 20/l Ly

Iannacone, Dick 40 Holton Circle
Londonderry, NH 03053

McIntyre, Bill 528 South Vine Street
Orrville, OH 44667

Riley, Paul V. 711 Lowell Street
Peabody, MA 01960

Schnur, Jerry 845 West 77th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46260
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NASG CONVENTION NEWS

The National Association of S Gaugers held it’s annual
convention on July 3-6 in suburban Detroit. About half
the NASG membership (mostly scale modelers) showed up
for a very special four days. This celebration of 1:64
modeling was a time to renew old friendships and to get
acquainted with others we had only corresponded with.

Early arrivals congregated at Jim Kindraka’s house on
“he @nd for a wonderful evening of Milwaukee bratwurst,
)etroit beer, fellowship, and exchange of modeling
deas. There were many compliments and some finishing
ouchs applied to Jim’s new L-shaped module which has a
ingle-track branch taking off from a double-track main
t right angles. It is built to look like the inter-
ection of two railroads, with interchange trackage
etween. The plan of this module is terrific, and I
ope to see it published. In an "instant clinic", we
aw Vic Roseman plant dozens of clumps of weeds all
ver the module in minutes with twine, scissors, tweez-
rs, and white glue.

he convention provided a large area for S scale sup-
liers +to market their wares, and about 4000 square
eet of exhibition space that housed the S Team and
ayouga Valley sectional layouts as well as a mammoth
ssemblage of modules. The modular setup included about
/3 NASG-style modules and 1/3 Central Jersey ones.
ssembling, operating, and studying these layouts was a
ontinuous theme between and during the many other
xcellent convention events.

2 saw a variety of module styles, methods and specs

yme together and mate successfully. We also saw the

ivantages and limitations of each approach, and the
need for further refinement of the module standards to
minimize the hassles and maximize the fun of modular
meets.

All of the clinics were excellent. The S.E. Michigan S
Gaugers, who hosted the convention, conducted a very
instructive series of clinics which demonstrated all
the phases of module construction. The modulitis
epidemic claimed many new victims as a result.
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TRAGEDY STRIKES

There is a thief in our midst. On Saturday, July 5Sth,
between 5PM and 6PM, Bill Daiker’s scratch-built engine
disappeared from the modular layout at the NASG conven-
tion in Detroit.

This was the hour before the exhibition hall was locked
for the banquet festivities. Few convention attendees
{and none of the general public) were in the exhibition
hall. When the hall was unlocked after the banquet the
model was immediately discovered to be missing.

The engine was an exquisite 2-8-0 Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania consolidation which Bill has invested a thousand
hours in during the past twenty years. This convention
was the debut of his finished product.

The convention officials were mortified at the apparent
breakdown in their security provisions. At the General
Meeting of the NASG that evening, it was suggested that
a collection be taken up to somehow compensate Bill
Daiken for his loss. This was a noble suggestion, but
pointless because the one-of-a-kind 2-8-0 is irreplace-
able. This prototype has never been produced commerci-
ally in S scale, and Bill’s model is probably the only
1:64 Ma & Pa consolidation in the world.

Bill was saddened, of course, but he said "Building the
engine was a labor of love, and the labor was my real
reward. Nobody can take away the many hours of enjoy-
ment I got from working on the model."

The thief, whoever it is, cannot benefit from this
crime. The locomotive can never be sold or even shown
to another S modeler. From i1ts general proportions to
its fine level of detailingy the engine’s origin will
be immediately apparent. The only practical thing for
the thief to do is to pack the model carefully and mail
it anonomously to: William Daikerj 319 Stockholm-
Vernon; Stockholm, NJ 07649.

The practical thing for the rest of us to do is to make
sure that everyone in the hobby realizes the Tfutility

of this theft, and to encourage return of Bill’s model.
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NMRA CONVENTION NEWS

The next issue of the NMRA Bulletin, Model Railroader,
and Railroad Model Craftsman will be full of pictures
and articles on the Minuteman Conventions, so only the
S news will be covered here.

Unlike last year’s convention, S was almost invisible
at Boston. Jeff Wilson of Hoquat Hobbies represented S
in the exhibit hall. He had no products on hand, but
was displaying copies of his catalog, the S Gauge
Herald, and the SSSIG flyer. Next to the Hoquat booth,
a power pack manufacturer had concentric loops of O, S,
HO, and N track for demonstration purposes. For some
reason, the American Models passenger train circling on
his § loop was the only think running.

A stack of flyers advertising the SSSIG and back-issues
of Essence were on display unattended in the Special
Interest Group room.

On Friday night, the SSSIG held a roundtable discussion
in the §SIG room. Members in attendance were: John
Bortz, Tom Coughlan, Don DeWitt, Dick Iannacone, Ken
Mackenzie, Bill McIntyre, and Reggie Smith. Two other
S modelers who sat in were Barry Lewis (Sn3) and John
Medland.

The group brain-stormed ideas for promoting 1:64 scale
in NMRA. There was strong feeling that S should have a
presence at every national convention. Suggestions for
this included:

Operating modules as the best advertisement - at

least a small operating display, if not a full
modular layout.

A scale size display and product availability liter-
ature such as the NASG used to exhibit.

Providing (at nominal cost) a "survival kit" which
would give interested modelers the info every 1:64
modeler should know, but may be afraid to ask.

There was much more, but you had to be there.
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Mail BaQ The Members

ARCHITECTURAL MODELING MATERIALS
Af

One of my "0" Scale SIG members recently called
my attention to the products of Microform Models,
Inc.y Webb Drive, Merrimack, NH 03054. They
produce a broad line of white metal castings
(largely for architects and engineers ) in a
variety of scales from 1/500"=1’ to 3/4"=1’. In
between are a few 3/16" and 1/4" scale items that
could be useful to S scalers.

Included are about a dozen 3/16" scale figures,
seven styles of chairs and one automobile. The
1/4" scale listings are far more numerous and
include much factory machinery which could be
adapted to §S scale. The company also offers
dozens of tree armatures useable in any scale.

I would suggest that you order the Micraform
Models catalog at $2.00 (it includes a coupon
worth $2.00 on the first order) and review it in
a future SIG newsletter.

One point that I find interesting is that several
of the scale figures are identical to those
offered by Scenery Unlimited. My guess is that
Microform is SU’s supplier.

Gil Hulin

[Sounds promising, especially if some of the tree arma-
tures are quite large. It is hard to locate materials
for building 60’ to 90’ deciduous trees in S. I hope
someone else volunteers to undertake the review you
suggest; it will probably be a year before I get around
tosite Seriously, architectural modeling supplies may
be a major source of materials. I wonder how many
other such companies are out there with very useful
products that we don’t know about? Is there an archi-
tect in the house? Ed.]
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MODERN VEHICLES

ooz 4

While hunting for birthday presents for my twin
boys, about to turn five years old, I came across
some vehicles which I believe are close to 1/64th
scale. I found them at a 1local Children’s
Palace.

Ther=firgt A5 a Kenworth Coe Aerodyne with
trailer. The trailer measures 39’6" length with
a top clearance of 14°. The overall length is
just over 50’ including the cab. Called "BJ and
the Bear", it is marketed by Fleetwood Toys, Inc.
of New York City, NY 10010. It is their part
number 300-02, and I paid $3.99 for mine.

The second is a line of diecast vehicles (catalog
enclosed) which are mostly European prototypes.
The manufacturer is Majorette, 69140 Rillieux,
France. I purchased their #3062 GM semi with
container load. The containers scale 1978" in
length each. When placed with the Kenworth, the
Semi fits perfectly fine. These retail for $5 to
%8 each.

Some of the particular Majorette items I thought
were correct for S scale include farm tractors
#208, #3146, #323, #369, and #3012. In the 3030
series, I thought the #3030 pay loader looked 0K,
but the #3033 fire truck had a width of over 10’.
Among those listed as being 11 3/8", the #3040,
#3042, #3044, #3060, #3061, #3062, #3063, and
#3068 all looked promising. The #3091 looked
better suited for O scale.

The store had none of the buses shown in the
catalog. If you find some in your area, and they
look good to you, would you pick one up for me?
Another possible source for the line might be
Dave’s Model Toys in Catonsville, MD. I no long-
er have his address, however he stocks virtually
every diecast vehicle made. If memory serves,
his catalog includes the approximate scale of
each vehicle.
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Last of all, 1if anyone is looking for the Models
of Yesteryear 1920’s Mack delivery van, a local
Kay-Bee toy store is clearing them out. Their
Edinay MN location still had 6-7 left [in Mayl.

Tom Lennon

[Thanksy Tomsy for sharing this info. Some model rail-
roaders refuse to acknowledge the rubber-tired competi-
tion on their layouts, but the real railroads are
heavily into the container and TOFC business these
days. I will keep an eye peeled for your bus, but my
sons are taller than I amy so I don’t have as many
opportunities to browse in toy stores anymore. Perhaps
other readers can help. Readers, please note Tom’s new
address in the roster printed elsewhere in this issue.

The Mack delivery van which Tom mentions was the
subject of a fine conversion article by Don Thompson in
the latest issue of the NASG Dispatch. Walt Danylak of
G&W Models was selling these at the NASG convention in
Detroit last month. If Tom’s toy store is closing them
out, they may be hard to find very quickly. Interested
readers take note. Ed.]

MARKETING VERSUS THE MARKET
I

Mercier, a former President of the NASG. He is
paying for articles, has lower advertising rates
(I understand), and plans to give the S Gaugian a
run for the money.

The S Gauge Herald is being brought out by Rollie Il

The Pines & Prairies S Scale Workshop helped me
put the mainline down in enough time to entertain
about 24 Cub Scouts. Besides the enjoyment of
showing off the railroad, the deadline caused us
to make much more progress in a short time.

I have heard through the grapevine that Oriental
is dropping their F-3 diesel project. I have
heard that the project was on or off several
times before. This time one of our local members
heard it from Oriental directly, so it seems like
pretty good information. While I realize that
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