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Natural light makes pictures life-like, even
on an overcast afternocon. Here, Ken Zieska’s
red and white S00 Line FP diesel shunts a GN
covered haopper and a NP boxcar on his 2’ by
4’ module. Ken Mackenzie photo.

Isn*t it about time you wrote to us? Do your
- summer plans include a trip to Eugene, Oregon
for the NMRA National Convention?




Modulitis Don Dewitt, Chairman

Module Committee

In the last issue 1 described the "Wire-to-Rail"
subsystem of the new G5-MOD electrical control system
for modular layouts. It is very similar to the control
system used by NTRAK operators, INTERRAIL operators,
and some of the HO modular system operators.

There is no commaon rail wiring, and there is the capa-
bility to assign only one throttle per mainline track.
This type of system 1is especially suited to those who
like to display their trains as they run around and
around, but are less interested in using the modular
layout for more prototypical model railroad operation.
Several differences in our new system make it "a cut
above" the rest.

First, the connectors used to pass electrical control
from one module to the next are configured to allow for
reversing a module’s orientation (swapping the module
end-for-end). This cancept is rather foreign to many,
so it is worthwhile to point out some of the benefits
of reversible modules.

1. If you have a module with a siding, it is mare
interesting if sometimes the siding comes off aof
the inner mainline and sometimes off of the outer
mainline (with the switch sometimes facing,
sometimes trailing).

But I can hear you scratching vyour head and
wondering: "But reversing a module will place the
backdrop or skyboard on the wrong side, and
keep visitors from seeing my wonderful module!!"
This is sometimes true, and explains why many
operationally-oriented module builders choose not
to build them. [Others use removable/reversable
ones. The module hardware sold by Modular Layout
Systems includes a well-designed provision for
removeable/reversable skyboards. Ed.]

In addition, Figure 1 shows how a module with a
fixed skyboard can be used in either orientation,

depending on how the layout is designed.
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2. Another important reason for reversibility of
modules is to allow corner modules to be used in
a left-hand or right-hand configuration on branch
lines. This is also shown in Figure 1.

A second important difference between our S-MOD modules
and others 1is the way in which control throttles are
interfaced with the control wiring running under the
modules.

With most other systems, some modules are built with
no way of plugging in a throttle, and so the place-
ment of the module 1is somewhat dictated by the fact
that the module cannot be used where a control point
is desired.

Even in systems which require a control interface on
every madule, they use a special extra interface.
This interface wusually consists of a female panel-
mounted connector which matchs with a standard male
connector on the throttle.
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This works fine, but it adds to the cost and comple-
xity of building each module. Just think about a
40-module loop layout with a double track mainline..
There will probably be only two places in the whole
layout where throttles will be plugged. The rest of
the modules’ interfaces will be unused.

If the connectors and wiring for throttle interfaces
cost $5 per module, then 38 modules x $5 = $190 will
be wasted in the name of flexible throttle placement.
Isn’t there a better way? Yes.

The S-MOD throttle interface takes advantage of the
already-existing connectors that are used to join the
control wiring between modules. As shown in Figure 2,
the throttle has a male and a female connector which
allow it to be plugged in between any two modules on
the layout. This technigue was first used on S modules
after Kent Singer developed the Central Jersey S
Scalers’ electrical system about 6 years ago.

One final important feature of this S-MOD throttle
interface is that it can be used with either of the S-
MOD wiring subsystems (Wire-to-Rail, or Rail-Cab) with-
out any changes.

NEXT TIME: S-MOD’s advanced cab/block control system
called the "Rail-Cab" subsystem.
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Mailbag The members

Greetings from the Pines and Prairies 5 Scale
Warkshop. We who dwell in the Great North Coun-
try often take abuse from our friends in more
temperate climates, so the fact that all our
January snow has fallen on the East Coast gqives
us a bit of satisfaction.

The Pines and Prairies S Scale Workshop was host
to the Twin Cities Division of the NMRA during
their January layout tours. The tour culminated
a week of frantic cleanup where floors were
cleaned, rolling stock dusted, and half-built
projects put away. The layout looks good and the
basement amazingly organized, but I am afraid I
may never find some of the projects I put away.

During the tour, we had over 100 people visit.
From their comments, I am sure they never thought
S scale was alive, much less growing as it is.
The last visitor left at 11:45 PM, and that was
after five hours of solid visitors.

For the evening, we ran a number of different
combinations of cars and locomotives. We also
had several displays showing car kits and new
products. The success of the tour was due in no
small measure to the club members, who brought
rolling stock and buildings, and of course, an-
swered questions.

On the new product scene, brass has taken the
spotlight. If you are modeling the modern era,
take a look at the wide vision caboose imported
by Modern Models. This caboose would look gaod
on any layout following everything from F units
to SD40-2’s. But more importantly, the model
just looks good. The detail included on this
model is fantastic. From the cupola seats to the
power take-off pulley on the trucks, this model
has-it- alds The detail and quality of this
caboose will amaze you and impress your friends
in those funny smaller scales.
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This model comes in two versions: the D&RGW
version is most generic and very close to the
model run by most railroads, while the Frisco
version 1is more unique. Whichever 1is vyour
choice, see them before they are all sold out.

Also new are the Overland F units. As promised,
these units are full of detail and well made.
Every door opens, and there is a bag of detail
parts which will allow you to model just about
any F that ran on rails.

Unfortunately, the screen etchings on the F3's
seem to be incorrect, and that is a visual prob-

lem. Tom Marsh has a record of importing only
high quality models, so I am confident that a fix
will be available soon. EMD F units were the

early workhorses of many railroads, and they
lasted well into the second generation. The
Overland F’s will provide depth and variety to
your roster and deserve a claose look.

Ken Zieska ||

b
[Participating in an NMRA layout tour is surely a
wonderful way to publicize S scale. What better way to
show other-scale modelers what they realistically could
(should?) be doing in their own basements. The heft,
operating reliability, and detailing possibilities of S
models are all things which can best be appreciated on
a real model railroad.

For many of us, the layout tour is the most instructive
and inspirational part of any NMRA meet. At the NMRA
S0th national convention 1 looked forward to seeing "in
the flesh" several home railroads that I had admired
through photo stories in the hobby press. But the
photas turned out to be more impressive, because the
real models were so TINY. I knew from the photos that
they were beautifully detailed, but my eyes were not
good enough to see the rivets and such. I could appre-
ciate an HO scene, but not an individual HO model.

The rest of us who live where NMRA divisional and
regional meets are held should think seriously about
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participating in the layout tours. Here in Milwaukee,
Roy Meissner has done so. And don’t hesitate because
your masterpiece isn’t finished yet; few model rail-
roads ever are. While Ken Z2ieska is farther along with
his layout than most of the Pines & Prairies club, he
is still at the bare benchwork stage with most of the
rail ‘in = but-not all. Roy’s railroad is at a similar
stage, but he has a few structures in place.

The biggest reason to hold back, of course, is that our
own railroad never seems "good enough". We tremble at
the idea that some sophisticated "expert" will sneer at
our humble efforts. Hogwash! Good modelers are usual-
ly very nice people. The others are just insecure
about their own work,; so we should feel sorry for them
rather than taking offense.

I learn something from every layout I visit, and I know
people will learn from visiting yours. o for =it
Ed.2

MODELERS IN TRACTION

l I enjoyed the December issue of Essence. I’ve

gotten at least one phone call from a long lost
traction person who saw the earlier issue of the
interurbans. I don’t have his name handy as I
write this, but he was a contributor to the early
(circa 1971) S Gaugian.

In regards to my favorite back-burner project,
the Sn3 trolley car: I’ve gotten both car sides
made up, and have cast replica sides in epoxy.
The sides are encouraging. When I get out from
under my backlog of orders for the PCC car
project, 1’11 complete the Deadwood Central
narrow gauge trolley. You’ve heard this before,
but this time I’11 finish it! (Emphatically).

Enclosed are some photos. I hope you can use

them. -
Roman G. Papierz |

T —————

e
e —

[You bet we can use them! The picture of your impress-

ive array of PCC cars is printed here. When I saw the
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ads for Niles & PCC cars from Pope Imagineering in
Chicago, I suspected it was your venture. Thanks for
sharing your work with us.

I have fond memories of PCC cars from my youth. When
PCC cars replaced the friendly little "back porch"”
style wooden trolleys in Minneapolis, I was intimidated
at first. They looked cold, austere, and forbidding to
a ten year old boy. But what luxury! They were so
quiet, smooth and comfortable that I never thought of
them as trolleys; they were railcars to me.

At least half a dozen SSSIG members have indicated an
interest in traction modeling. I’m surprised you
haven’t heard from more of them by now.

About the Deadwood Central trolleys: You and I are
probably the only people in the world who are interest-
ed in them, so I am sure the PCC and Niles cars will
keep you busy for quite a while. There is no need to
push on my account. It will probably be years before
my railroad is ready for them to run on.

Did you see the article on the DC cars in the Narrow
Gauge & Short Line Gazette a couple of years ago? Bob
Brown, the editor, got so excited about them that he
built one for his own On3 railroad. Ed.]

ANOTHER BURLINGTON FAN

l Dear Ken,

Your decision to model the Deadwood Branch of the
CB&Q looks like a great choice. A standard gauge
line with all the attributes of a narrow gauge
line!
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I found my copy of the Burlington Northern 1976-
77 Annual, published by Motive Power Services in
Denver. Its out of print, but if you find a copy
for sale, snap it up! There’s a 12 page article
on the Deadwood Branch, a 30 page article on
snow-fighting equipment, a 20 page article on the
EMD SW1 switcher (including a photo of the Dead-
wood switcher with snowplows on both ends), and a
12 page article on the Cheyenne Branch, besides
the usual rosters and sundry articles.

I understand that there’s a short line down in
Illinois that has a CB&Q caboose. It is one of
two that offer steam tourist rides. 1’d like to
go down there sometime to photograph it and take
some measurements. fu

Dick Lind |

L
[Sounds like a trip I would also like to make. What do
you say we make it an outing? Maybe some of the other
Wisconsin GSSSIG members would like to go along. Any
takers out there?

The publication you mentioned sounds great, as does the

to Deadwood. I am delighted that so much material is
available about a relatively obscure branch line. Just
goes to show that vyou never know what you might find

until you start looking.

The Deadwood line was a fascinating little pike,
though, in an amazing hotbed of rail activity. Where
else could you ever find two standard gauge railroads,
three 36" gauge railroads, one 20" gauge railroad, and
a 36" gauge interurban line, all within an area about 4
miles square? Ironically, the real thing was too fakey
to be believed if modeled faithfully: too much track-
work for a well balanced model railroad.

Yet focusing on the DC/CB&Q is the best thing that ever
happened to me in the hobby. Following one specific
prototype simplifies my life. With little imagination
or artistic talent, I can make a scene look realistic
because it once WAS real. I am also less tempted to
buy or build models that don’t fit. Ed.]
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